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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting 2nd July - "Potaroo". Speaker, Mr. J. Seebeck. 


Meeting 6th August —- "Sex Life of Plants". Speaker 
Mr. G. Sitch. 
Excursion 4th July - Sunday ~ Full day. Linton Working Bee. 
Leaders: Mr. G. Clarke and Mr. R, Thomas. 
Excursion 8th August ~ Sunday - Full day. Castlemaine Area. 
Leader: Mr. G. Sitch. 
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President: Dr. F. HARRAP Phone 30 1651 Meetings, as specified, are held In the Adminkctrat- 


jon Building of the School of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-pres: Mrs. M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 4054 tydiord Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 


CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 327721 BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 


Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 32 7296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 
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Nind LERBER - whe rresident welcomed new member Miss 
Joy hicRae, wishing her a long and happy association 
with the Club. 
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REEOR’S AY ily Met ON 4th JUNE 


Nx. Hammond = At Woodman's Hill, half a dozen cattle 
egrets, white-faced heron, black- 
shouldered kite. 


Mrs. Rotheram - Had not seen any black-shouldered 
kites in the Apollo Bay area this year, 
though they were numerous last year. 


Mr. Netherway and Mrs. Dale - Hundreds of silver 
gulls on the Grammar School and St. Patrick's 
College ovals. 


Kir, Pink ~ At Analcie, nankeen kestrel, brown falcons, 
black falcons, letter-winged kites and 
wedge~tailed eagles. 


Dr. Harrop - At Foint Henry, pied oyster catchers, 
spoonbills, stilts, red-necked avocets, 
five species of duck, and black~shouldered 
kites; white-backed wood swallows at 
Mosquito Plat (May meeting). 


ERRATUM  Sevcuision - News Sheet, June 1vdc2, p. 4. 


“Clunes Swaups", 2nd paragraph - for “Middle 
Swamp" read “Merin Merin Swamp". 
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WORKING Bie, b.0.c. BLOCK, SUNDAY 4th JULY. 

Jobs to be done include gorse removal, burning, 
pipe burying, rolling up wire. 

Please bring mattock, spade and gloves if you have 
them. 


BIRDS AND BIRD CALLS 


This slide and sound evening was arranged and. 
presented by Dr. Frank Harr&p when our rostered 
speaker was unable to attend. Frank had grouped 


the slides to enable him to point out visuel and 
aural distinguishing features of similar birds and 


to display some of the birds of different regions. 


CLARKSDALE Here the Springdallsah Creek flows through 
several acres of box, candlebark, swamp gum and 
peppermint, amongst which hundreds of native trees 

and shrubs have been planted. All of this provides 

a haven for up to 140 resident and visiting birds. 

We saw on the screen, and hear] the calls of thirty 

of these. 


THE INLAND Here we saw and heard the calls of robins 
and other flycatchers, honeyeaters, whistlers, 
pardalotes, butcher-birds, finches and others. 

Some of the calls, such as that of the grey fantail, 
when slowed below nozxmal speed allowed us to fully 
appreciate their musical qualities. 


DUCKS Slides included the wood duck, mountain duck, 
black duck, chestrmt teal, grey teal, blue-winged 
shoveller, pink-eared duck, and hard head, all of 
which occur on local. or nearby waters such as the 
Clunes Swamps. 


CUCKOOS The pallid cuckoo with its melancholy 
whistling notes ascending the scale, the fantailed 
with its mournfol trill descending the scale, the 
black-eared cuckoo, the Horsefield's bronze which 
has a dull white breast with brown bars which do not 
meet in the centre, and the golden bronze which has 
a white breast with bronze~brown bars complete 

across the breast. 

EAGLES AND KITES The little eagles with white 
square-cut tail, the whistling kite with a longer 
narrower tail, the black-shouldered kite with black 
On the bend of the wing, and the letter-winged kites 
with a black bar along the under-wing and which 

tends to hunt at night. 3 


On behalf of those present, Lyndsay Fink thanked 


Frank for an interesting and instructive illustrated 


talk. 
J. Netherway. 


EXCURSTON £0 THE WOADY YALLOCK CREEK & TO THE 
JUBILEE RESERVE - Sunday 6th June, 1982, 


The day was fine, bright and though cool, indless 
and it was very pleasant to be out of doors in 
good company. All. told thirteen members and young 
friends took part. 

We travelled out on the Glenelg Highway to 
Scarsdal’e and then towards Cape Clear, turning 
off onto Racecourse Road. We had a brief stop to 
look at Flame Robin, Brown Hawk and Jacky Winter 
ani then on to park just below the crossing. 

A walk south beside the creek occupied us for the 
next hour or so. Honeyeaters here were limited 

to the white~plumed. We had good views of spotted 
pardalote and a murber of encounters with one or 
more eastern shrike tits as they steadily tore off 
bark in search of insects. A solitary chestnut- 
breasted shelduck flew west above the river gums 
and some distance away we heard an Australian 
goshawk. Other birds seen included white-throated 
and brown tree creepers, red=browed finch, golden 
whistler, striated pardalote. One bird that 
stayed in earshot but out of view for seemingly an 
age was a restless flycatcher. From several 
directions apparently came the grinding churring 
but no sighting until at long last the bird put in 
an appearance. We walked back past the crossim 
and stopped for some mimites on a stony rise 

above a bend in the water course, enjoying the 
sunshine and the early winter colouring. xcept 
for a fluttering grey fantail, all was very quiet. 


After lunch by the creek, we set off for the Jubilee 
Reserve, near Italian Gully and Staffordshire Reef 
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We left the cars and walked in to the sand heap, 
One of the remaining features of the Jubilee 

gold mine which operated from 1887 to the early 
part of this century; the mine employed sane 

300 men in 1913. Peter Fry introduced us to 
other reminders of the golden days of the Ballarat 
area. The footings of the engine works. winding 
gear and the stamp battery remain; the forty- 
head battery contributed to the production of over 
4,000 kg. of gold. 


We had seen white-eared honeyeaters and Occasional 
thornbills on the way in. While in the vicinity 
of the mine a small company of brown-headed 
honeyeaters busied their way through the treetops 
and an obliging scarlet robin posed for us 

before moving on. Silvereyes also put in an 
appearance as did brown and striated thornbills. 


Before we left, some time after 4 p.m, a white- 
faced heron wafted away from the edge of a swampy 
area This brought our bird totel for the day, 
including birds seen while travelling, to something 
over 40, 
All in all, a rewarding day. 

I, Harrap. 
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ANGATR NATURE SHOW This anrmial event, well 
worth a visit, this year is on 25th & 26th 
September. 


YARROWEE PARK The Yarrowee Park Management 
Committee would like some of our menbers to 
propagate plants indigenous to the Central 
Highlands area. Helen Burgess has a list of 
plants. 


WESTERN VICTORA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 


Geelong F.N.C, Campout _at Ocean Grove 


Host Club: 


Location: 


Accommodation: 


CATERING : 


Times: 


Cost: 


Booking: 


30th July to lst August 1982, 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
P.O. Box 1047 
Geelong 3220 


INGAMELLS: Uniting Church conference 
centre, Hodgson Street, Ocean Grove - 
entrance opposite Powell Street East. 


Hostel-type units; 26 units of which 12 
heve two double bunks and one single 
bed, 8 with two double bunks in each, 
and 6 with one double bunk in each. 

You will need to bring sleeping bag, 
sheets, blankets, rugs etc. 


Breakfast, lunch and dinner will be 
catered for by the Centre staff. 
Some assistance in table service and 
dish-washing may be required. 


Friday evening to Sunday afternoon. 


#18 per person for the full weekend, 
children $12. 50. 

It is hoped that as many delegates and 
friends as possible will be able to 
arrive on Friday to take full ndvantage 
of the program that the Geelong menibers 
will have arranged. 

(Cost per day. is 9, children 36.75) 


Please contact Trevor Pescott (052-434368) 
or Graeme Tribe (052-552302) no later 
than Sundg 25th July. 


Camping is net permitted at the Centre. 
(Although camping or alternative 
accommodation is available at Ocean 

' Grove, it is hoped that all attending the 
weekend will "live-in' at the Centre.) 
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PROGRAMME 

Friday evening - informal get-together at the Centre. 
Saturday 

8.900am to 9.00am - breakfast. 

Mornigz - informal activities in local sreas 


including Connewarre Lakes, beaches, 
mangrove flats, nature reseive. 


12.00 to 12,45pm ~- lunch. 

1. OOpm Depart for You Yangs where the G. FN. OC, 
has a boneseéd eradication programme 
in progress, inspection of Little River 
Aboriginal bora ground 

5. 30 to 6. 20pm —- evening meal. 

6, é0pm W.V.IWN.C. A, delegates meeting. 

8. OOpm General meeting, 
Welcome by G.F.N.C. President, Trevor 
Pescott. Guest speakers and colour 


slide presentation, Supper. 

Sunday 

8.505 to 9,00en - breakfast 

9, 50am Morning to be spent sat Foint Lonsdale 
rock pools and beach. 

9 ’ 

12, OOnoon fo Ocean Grove Nature neserve for lunch 
and afternoon, 

3. 50pm Break up. Those who wish to see the 


Giant Petrels st Black Rocks can return 
to Geelong via the Thirteenth Beach 
Road. 
Helen Burgess is prepared to make a block booking for 
B.FLN.C. members. Let her know if you wish to tule 


advantage of this. 
7. 


Emex australis 


DANGEROUS WEEDS 


Three weeds, now spreading throughout Australia at an 
alarming rate, show what can happen when plants, 
insects or animals are brought into the country without 
a thorough examination of the possible consequences. 

Anyone who has walked barefoot in a paddock will 
most likely have encountered the sharp seeds of spiny 
emex, better known as three-corner-jack, double-gee, 
bullhead or cathead. 

This weed is a menace to Australia's wheat, sheep 
and dried fruits industries, crippling lambs, competing 
with pastures and crops, contaminating wheat consign- 
ments and infiltrating fruit drying on racks. 

Another weed is water hyacinth. Because of an 
ability to double itself every 12 to 15 days in 
favourable conditions, it threatens to choke waterways 
over wide areas of Australia. The Fitzroy River at 

Rockhampton, Qld. and the 
as Gwydir River below Moree in 
Gone. NSW are already infested. 

The third weed is alligator 
weed. This is a fast growing 
; plant that has its roots in soil 
ae and grows a thick floating mat 
ie Fae on water, choking drains and 
Weed fae waterwayse It is found in 
Sager Sige the Georges River in the 
Sydney basin and in an area 
of the lower Hunter River near 
Newcastle. 


known to have arrived here 
from South Africa last century 
for use as a green vegetable; 
water hyacinth was introduced 
as an aquarium or pond plant 
from South America; alligator 
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probably in ship ballast, prior 
to the 1940s. 


Natural enemies found in their 
countries of origin, they — 
became rampant. Ecos: No, 10) 


One species of spiny emex is |. 


weed was accidentally introduced, , 


In the absence of 
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